
 
 

April 14, 2021 

 

Chairman Hall and members of the House Tax Policy Committee,   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on HB 4485. The American Heart 

Association (AHA) is opposed to this bill, as currently drafted. We respectfully 

request that the cigar tax cap expire as scheduled, which will allow cigars to be 

taxed the same as other tobacco products.  

 

As part of AHA’s efforts to reduce tobacco use, especially among youth and 

young adults, we are asking all states to support significantly increasing 

tobacco excise taxes for all products including e-cigarettes. This has proved to 

be one of the most effective strategies for reducing tobacco use, especially 

among youth and young adults.  

 

As the nation’s oldest and largest organization dedicated to fighting heart 

disease and stroke, the AHA represents more than 100 million patients with 

cardiovascular disease (CVD). Tobacco use is a leading cause of CVD and is 

responsible for one out of four CVD deaths.i Overall, tobacco use remains the 

leading cause of preventable death in the United States, killing more than 

480,000 people in America each yearii and accounting for nearly $170 billion 

annually in health care costs nationally and $4.59 billion in Michigan.iii 

 

We urge your support on this important issue. If you have any questions,  

please contact me. Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 
Bridget Melinn, RN 

Michigan Government Relations Director 

American Heart Association 

2469 Woodlake Cir. | Suite 100 

Okemos | MI | 48864  

M  517.243.2525 
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